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Schools are advised to undertake a pre-visit briefing and safety talk for pupils on aspects of the visit such as allergies, disabilities, covering of cuts and abrasions and any other relevant information.  Sunstroke, hypothermia and dehydration are a significant risk when spending prolonged periods outdoors.  Please ensure that pupils attend the visit with appropriate protection from the elements including warm clothing, hats, sunscreen and water.  A member of The Country Trust staff will greet you on your arrival and give a brief introductory talk to the group about farm safety and discipline.  Please ensure that the group has adequate supervision for the number of children attending.

	Activity or Hazard
	Risk associated with activity or hazard
	Risk Score

1 = low, 5 = high
	Impact Score

1 = low, 5 = high
	Combined score

1 = low, 10 = high
	Risk management

	Alighting from coach
	Slipping, tripping, falling, contact with other vehicles, possibly fatal
	2
	5
	10


	Children should alight only when instructed to do so by supervisor or Country Trust representative.

	Running children
	Slipping, tripping, falling
	2
	2
	4
	Children must be instructed not to run unless authorised to do so.

	Uneven ground
	Slipping, tripping, falling, sprains
	2
	2
	4
	Adequate supervision and advice.  Sensible footwear.

	Walking on roads
	Tripping, falling contact with vehicles, possibly fatal
	2
	5
	10


	Strict supervision and instruction to walk singly or in pairs.  No running.

	Farm machinery
	Abrasion, trapping, 

crushing, injury
	2
	5
	10
	Close supervision near machinery, strict instructions not to touch, observe safety notices.

	Farm chemicals
	Inhalation, contact with eyes and skin
	2
	5
	10
	Do not touch.  Observe safety notices, ensure substances safely stored.

	Animals
	Kicking, biting, crushing, infection
	2
	4
	8
	Strict supervision.  Do not touch animals unless encouraged to do so by supervisors. Avoid hand – mouth contact.  Wash hands after contact and before eating. 

	Lambing
	Infection
	1
	5
	5
	Warning to pregnant women of risks of enzootic abortion.

	Infection
	Many and various
	1
	5
	5
	All visitors should be aware of risks of infection in any environment.  Farms are no exception.  Ensure hands washed after contact with animals and before eating.  Any existing abrasions and cuts should be protected by dressing.

	Fuels
	Explosion, fire
	1
	5
	5
	All fuels are safely stored and safety notices displayed.  Supervisors must comply with notices.

	Woodlands
	Tripping, slipping, falling, crushing
	2
	3
	6
	Supervisors should be aware of risks from falling branches, trip hazards and forestry operations.  Observe instructions from hosts when observing timber felling and extraction.


	Prohibited areas
	Many and various
	1
	5
	5
	Supervisors to ensure children are instructed not to go beyond designated areas

	Climbing fences, trees and obstructions
	Tripping, slipping, falling
	2
	3
	6
	Children must not be allowed to climb fences, gates, walls or other obstructions.

	Insects and allergies
	Bites, stings, allergic reactions to chemicals, foodstuffs, etc.
	1
	2
	2
	Insects are present an all environments, farms are no exception.  Supervisors to be aware of any children with allergies to insects and other irritants.

	Stinging nettles and other plants
	Stings, cuts, allergic reactions, poisoning
	2
	2
	4
	Supervisors to point out harmful plants to children and ensure adequate supervision.

	Slurry tanks and lagoons
	Infection, drowning
	1
	5
	5
	Under no circumstances approach slurry tanks and lagoons.



	Water
	Drowning, slipping, falling
	2
	5
	10
	Supervisors must make children aware of the dangers of water.  Strict supervision of excitable children.  Throw lines to be available.

	Electric fences, barbed wire, cattle grids
	Tripping, abrasions, electric shock, damage to limbs
	1
	5
	5
	Pre-walk briefing.  Supervisors must be aware of danger areas and take notice of warning signs.  Cattle grids must not be crossed unless supervised by a Country Trust staff member or Landowner.

	Missing children
	Distress to child, danger of various injuries
	1
	5
	5
	Supervisors must allocate children to specific adult leaders.  Leaders to check regularly that all children in their care are accounted for.

	Use of tools and other equipment, such as scissors, saws and nets
	Cuts, and bruises
	2
	2
	4
	Tools must be fit for the purpose, properly maintained and used with appropriate instruction and supervision.


General notes:

This risk assessment is intended to highlight typical risks likely to be encountered on a visit to a rural location such as a farm, woodland or wildlife reserve.  The school must satisfy itself that supervision of their pupils is adequate and should carry out its own assessment of the risks involved in such a visit.  A member of staff or trained volunteer of The Country Trust will be present at all visits conducted by The Country Trust.  Please do not hesitate to contact the Trust’s Head Office on 01728 720176 or the regional manager organising the visit if there are any questions or concerns relating to the visit.

The Health and Safety Executive publishes an information sheet about avoiding ill health at open farms. Download from  http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/ais23.pdf .
         The Country Trust’s Child Protection policy is available on request from the address below.
Note on Risk Levels:

The Risk Score indicates the likelihood of a hazard occurring.  1 is low, 5 is high

The Impact Score indicates the severity of the outcome of the hazard occurring.  1 is low, 5 is high

The Combined Score is the Risk Score multiplied by the Impact Score and gives an indication of the risks that are the most severe.  Any Combined Score of 6 or above should be specifically noted and has been highlighted in yellow.
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